
Principal’s Message                   June 2014 

The school year has come to an end! 

 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of the staff at E. J. Sand whose dedication and commitment to each and every one of 

our students is demonstrated on a daily basis. Our teachers, designated early childhood educators, educational assistant and 

child and youth worker have worked cooperatively to plan, teach and reflect together to build strong twenty-first century tech-

nologically based classrooms with a focus on critical thinking, problem solving and collaborative learning.  Their work has ensured 

that students are engaged in their learning and achieve high  academic standards, My sincere appreciation also goes out to our 

office staff, Mrs.,Papas and Mrs. Petrick who have continued to manage the everyday operations of our very busy school with 

great ease, patience and dedication.  We appreciate their morning greetings and smiles as they buzz us into the school building.  

Finally, a  special thank you goes out to our custodial staff, Mr. Duncan and Mr. Pugh who have worked daily to keep our school 

clean and tidy.  I thank them in advance for their efforts during the summer months of cleaning.  

 

I want to express my deep gratitude and a congratulations to every member of our 2013-2014 School Council.  They have contin-

ued to work hard to make a difference to student learning.  Many things were accomplished this school year including a well at-

tended Movie Night; weekly pizza Fridays; the milk program; and the selling of popcorn!  Their fundraising efforts have brought 

us much closer towards the purchase of the much anticipated playground equipment.  Thank you for offering your time and en-

ergy to make a difference for our students!   

 

It is with mixed feelings that I announce that the following teachers are moving from E.J. Sand: Ms. Gallo, Ms. Kirou-Mauro, Ms. 

Kraizel, Ms. Lau, Mr. McKeigan, Ms. Murgan, Ms. Petrick, Ms. Ruggles, and Mr. Suh.  All of them will be moving on to new schools 

in September.  In addition, Ms. Zaiontz will be taking a full year maternity leave in September.  We wish them all the best!   

 

Some of our students and their families will be leaving the E.J. Sand community, and we wish them all the best as they move on 

to new communities and schools.  We know you will take with you many fond memories of E.J. Sand.  I would like to thank our  

parent community.  We have shared and will continue to share a common purpose in ensuring that each and everyone of our     

children achieves success and reaches their full potential.  You are a valued member of our school community and you are       

welcomed at E.J. Sand during your child’s elementary years.  Your interest in school activities and contributions demonstrate the 

value you place on education and in helping to shape a bright future for your children.  

 

Finally, I want to take this opportunity to express my deepest gratitude for having the opportunity to serve E.J. Sand over the 

past four years.   I have thoroughly enjoyed my time with the students, staff and parents.  My departure from E.J. Sand is bit-

ter sweet.  I am happy to begin my work at Stornoway Crescent and Willowbrook Public Schools, but at the same time, it is   dif-

ficult to say goodbye to everyone, especially the wonderful students.  Our staff has had an incredible journey with our focus on  

inquiry based mathematics, mindfulness, critical thinking, equity and inclusion, the use of technology, etc.  As I welcome, Ms. 

Cynthia Sneath the new principal for September 2014, I am confident that she will continue the work of our school focus.   

Without a doubt, Ms. Sneath will find serving this community a very rewarding experience, and I am confident that the school is 

being left in very capable hands.   

 

I wish everyone a great summer filled with relaxation, fun and long lasting memories.   

Encourage your children to read daily, be mindful and stay active.   I wish you a safe return in September and all the best for 

the new school year.  Farewell! 

Sincerely, Lucy Giannotta (Principal) 

THE SANDPIPER 
160 Henderson Avenue, Thornhill, ON, L3T 2L5 

(905) 889-2753 
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Questions and Answers about Combined Grade Classrooms 

 
What is a combined grade class? 

A combined grade class contains students from two consecutive grades, for example a grade 7/8 combined class is comprised of 

students from grade 7 and grade 8. 

Why do combined grade classes exist? 

Frequently, combined grade organizations are the result of there being a cumbersome number of students at particular grade 

levels. Over the past years, the Ministry has mandated that all primary classes are capped at 20 students per class. As a result, 

this has presented situations where there are too many students to form one class, but not enough students to form two 

classes. In these situations, students from two different grade levels are grouped together to form a combined class. 

Are there benefits to my child in a combined class? 

Educational research supports many benefits for students in combined classes, including: 

1. The development of independent learning skills 

2. Students learn from each other 

3. The enhancement of social/emotional development 

4. Leadership opportunities for students 

Are there disadvantages to a combined grade? 

No. An effective teacher and supportive parents provide a positive learning environment for children in any classroom            

organization. When student achievement is examined, the educational research has determined that there is not a significant 

difference between single and combined or multi-grade classes. 

Will the teacher have as much time for my child in a split grade? 

The amount of individual attention that a teacher is able to provide is determined by the number of students in the class, not by 

the combination of two grades. 

Will my child be prepared for the next grade if he/she is in a combined class? 

Yes. At the beginning of each school year, teachers use a variety of methods to assess the needs of each student regardless of 

the composition of the class. Using the Ontario Curriculum in each subject as a basis, the programme is planned to meet the 

needs and abilities of all students in the class and to prepare students for the next grade. 

Is the achievement of students in a combined grade comparable to children in a straight grade? 

Educational literature shows that children in combined grade groupings function at a level that is comparable to children in a 

straight grade. Student achievement is not compromised. In addition, the research suggests that multi-age grouping is associ-

ated with a more positive self-concept and an enhanced attitude towards learning. 

               

 

 

On Tuesday, June 24th, we celebrated the Grade 

8 Graduation. It was a great evening and we are 

all very proud of our graduates! 

A fond farewell to our Grade 8  students who will 

be embarking on a new journey of 

learning. We know that they will 

continue to strive for success. We 

hope you take with you many  

memories of E.J. Sand P.S. 

Good luck as you begin Grade 9 in  

 

 

 

 

Our office is closed for summer holidays until Monday, August 25th.  If 

your require assistance, please contact our Area Office at 905-764-6830.  

The first day of school for ALL students will be Tuesday, Sept. 2nd, from 

9:00 to 3:20.  Bus information for eligible students can be accessed the 
third week of August on the Internet:  www.schoolbuscity.com.  In       

preparing for September’s classes and maintaining accuracy with the   

number of students we will have, we are asking you to notify the office if 

you know your child/children will not be returning to E.J. Sand P.S  in      

September.   Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 

Mark Your Calendar! 
School Council Night 

Tuesday, September 16th, 2014 
Curriculum Night 

Tuesday, September 23rd, 2014 

MESSAGE FROM TRUSTEE GELLER 
Thanks to everyone on the team who contributed and participated during the school year.  

It is very much appreciated by the school board. Folks, school’s out for the summer and it does  

not get much sweeter than that. Here is to you!!!  All the best—Susan 



School Hours 
Entry Bell: 9:00 

Instructional Time: 9:00 to 10:50 

Recess 10:50 to 11:10 
Instructional Time: 11:10 to 12:30 

Lunch 12:30 to 1:30 
Instructional Time: 1:30 to 3:20 
Dismissal 3:20 

 
It is important that your child 
comes to school on time every 
day.  This is an  important life 
skill! 
 

Student Agenda Planners 

Once again in September, Student Agenda    

Planners will be available to all students in 

Grades 1 to 8. These planners are an invaluable 

and required tool to assist students to become organized, 

succeed in becoming independent learners, use time      

effectively, and develop a strong sense of responsibility. 

They also facilitate one form of communication between 

parents, teachers, and  students.  

Please note that once again there will be NO charge for 

the agendas for this coming school year. 

School Assistants 

Each and everyone of our lunchtime school assistants delivers an invaluable service by providing supervision for our students 

during the lunch hour.  They are outside every day, rain or shine,  ensuring that our students are safe. 

On behalf of all the staff and parents, we express a huge thank you to Serena Ling Sit,  Nadiya Tokman, Zahra Hossein, 

Karen Ewen And Leila Ansari for their commitment and work.  We look forward to your return in September! 

Class Placements 

Due to the uncertain level of growth/decline in our area, it is difficult to predict how many students will arrive to register 

for September 2014 and what grades they will be in. Unfortunately, there is always the possibility of reorganization of 

classes in September and October. On the first day of school, Tuesday, September 2nd, all students will find their grade 

posted outside the back of the school yard.  They are  expected to line up behind their appropriate post after 8:45 a.m.  All 

staff will be outside to assist them and organize them to their assigned class.  The classes will then be accompanied inside at 

9:00 a.m.  Keep in mind that changes to class placements could occur.  Any new student who has not yet registered should  

report to the office.  Ideally, however if possible, registrations should occur over the summer prior to the first day of 

school.  We find the first day is very busy and it may take some time to process new registrations.  ALL JK students and 

their parents/guardians should arrive in school and go directly to the gym at 8:45. Please note that all returning SK 

students should report to the fenced kindergarten play area outside unless they are new to the school.  If an SK  

student is new to the school, they need to report with their parents to the gym at 8:45.  

Also a reminder that we do not accept requests to have children placed with a particular teacher or with specific friends. As 

you can imagine, the task of creating balanced classes is impossible when specific requests become a factor in the decision-

making process.  It takes hours of discussion, reflection, revision and consideration of alternatives to arrive at the best or-

ganization for our school. The best may not be perfect, but it represents our best chances for success. Thank you for under-

standing and your ongoing  support in this matter. 

Student Busing Eligibility 
 
Did you know that students’ busing eligibility changes throughout their school career? Your son/daughter’s eligibility to ride 

the school bus may change according to their grade and distance from home to school. Below are the provisions for eligibility 

identified in the Board’s Transportation Policy #680: 

 

All YRDSB students in:  

 

Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km of their school are not eligible for transportation 

 

Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km of their school are not eligible for transportation 

 

Grades 9-12 who live within a transit served area are not eligible for transportation 

 

To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, please visit www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. For more 

information about bus  transportation and to determine your son/daughter’s eligibility please visit www.schoolbuscity.com. 

 


